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PRINTING OF 
GANDHIJI’S WORKS 


Navjivan Peaks On Its New 
Plans ,4q33 
| 
| 


_ . AHMEDABAD, June 4. 

The Manager of the Navjivan 
Press, Ahmedabad in a statement 
to the press says that the closinyz 
down of the Navjivan Press owing 
to the existing political situation 
has had some results which the 
Navjivan management would like 
to avoid as far as possible. 

One of the results has been the. 
stopping of all printing of Gan- 
dhian literature for which there 
is an increasing demand. 

While the management cannot! 
think of restarting the press un- 
til after a settlement is reached. 
they think that they owe to the 
public to supply them with clean | 
and. ennobling Nitetedure which it! 
has been the ambition of the Nav-! 
jivan publication department to 
provide practically at cost price. 

They have, therefore, decided 10 | 
get books which are in greater de- | 
mand printed elsewhere as soon | 
as possible. | 

‘They have decided to open théir | 
bookshop at Gandhi Road, Ah-. 
medabad. The printing of: several 
books by Gandhiji has been al- 
ready taken in hand and they will 


be ready by the middle of June 
1933.—AP. , | 
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Most authoritative scientific pub- 


ns PY ee AND VAP P vl 

The volume begins with the 
South African Indian question and > 
cOutains besides his jail experi- | 
ences in South Africa and India, 
his “Young India” and “Nava 
Jivat articies on “‘Satyagraha” 
and the Non-co-operation Move- > 
ments. It also includes Mahatma 
Gandhi’s famous Letters to suc-_ 
cessive VicerOys, his historic State- — 
ment before the Court at the great 
irial, nis Congress Presidential | 
Address and other public ultter- © 
ances. his Speeches and Messages — 
during his great march to the Sait — 
pans of Dandi, the ful] text of his 
| Agreement with Lord Irwin and > 
tne Speeches implementing the~ 
Pact. Then there are his Speeches. 
at the Round Table Conference 
followed by the Willingdon-Gandhi 
| correspondence, the Hindu-Musliim | 
question. as also the Statements on © 
ithe Prcblem of Untouchability fal- 
lowing the Epie Fast. Yet another 
Section gives his reminiscences of 
great Indians like Gokhale, Mehta, 
Tiiak, Das, Nehru, ete. The last 
Section contains chapters on sub- 
jects of miscellaneous interest end- | 
ing with his famous gramophone | 
record on God. 

With numerous Llustraticns and 
an Index. 

!CLOTH BOUND. OVER 1000 PAGES 
Rs: 4. :Ta Subs. af the “I. Rat 
Rs. 3-8 as. 

Foreign Six Shillings. 


To Subs. of the “Indian Review” | 
5 sh 3d. Postage & Regn. ish. @d 
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Dear Pami ys 


é 


All last winter und during the sprine and summer on 
the farm I have been considering whether farming is to be 
Iny job permanently and where I shall settle down to live. 
Since the decision I have reached is gomewhat out of the 
ordinary and may seem to you unnecessary or misteken, I 
want to write you a fairly full explanation, though I can't 
put it all down here. ‘Perhaps that will help you to under- 
Stend, even if you don"t agree. with me, 


what [ do is of no great importance - probably not 
enough to call for this long letter. Yet as it means a 
good deal to me, I wish more people could agree than will 
dO2S0)..- Avid. it tioueh understanding in pert now, some of 
you will come to agree a little, I would be silad. 


Before going further, let me say that I agree with 
Don that most of our motives and actions are instinctive 
and irrational and that the reasons we give for them are 
lurgely mere attempts to rationalize something deeper. 
hevertheless, we seem to have to rationalize und have be- 
liefs and convictions that can be stated in terms of the 
head as well es of the heart.. I suppose that helps us to 
hake adjustments end steady us. krerhaps part of my progrem 
is by way of compensation for some of the things I have 
missed, but it's not altogether so, I'm sure. 


ium going to continue ferming and do some community 
work and try, if possible, also to Spread o few of my ideas 
by writing erticles.or perhaps a little teaching. For the 
place to settle in I have decided on Indve, not aes a mission- 
ary, but with an entirely different attitude and purpose, es 
you will see. 


In making my choice I tried to follow some of the guides 
that seem worth while for anyone making « choice of occupa- 
tion and dwelling place. As to job, select one whose duily 
routine igs in itself interesting and pleasure-giving to you. 
That means one which enables you to use and develop a con- 
siderable number of your eptitudes, faculties and tastes, 
both matural and acyuired. Pick a job in which the purpose 
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Or Sermetien or result of the work as = whole is interesting 
to yourself and veluable to the coumunity. Perheps this 

is &@ Varlation of the idea of duty. Choose & job. in which 

you can employ or "capitulize" as much as possible of your 
previous truining and experience. Choose a job thet is in 
hermony with your most important beliefs and. convictions; one 
which will give you e distinct sense of being useful to other 
peopled: one that is healthy and one in which you can continue 
into old age, Wor & place, go where. the institutions, customs, 
habits, beliefs and feeling-tones of the people coincide ag 
nearly as possible with those that you care for or want to 
acyuire. Life in such @ community makes real freedom of opin- 
ion, discussion and action possible and permits you to be much 
more serviceable than you could be otherwise. Life igs so much 
made up of humen contacts that you went to choose e community 
where those contacts will be of a freyuency and yuality and 
number that are harmonious with you. Seconderily, choose a 
place whose physicel environment of climate, scenery end food 
are what you like. 


My attitude and beliefs and some of my tastes have changed 
considerably since college days. I hope they will alweys grow. 
I want to live sn interesting life with some real risks and 
edventure-end pioneering in its. 1 went to Live very simply and 
as néturally as possible. I went to have a job much bigger 
than myself, which I can thoroughly believe in and into which 
I can throw myself without eny reservetions. I believe in and 
went to live my religion end I want to be with people to whom 
religion is a living reelity end not Sonvention or Sundey forn- 
GLICY 


My economic and sociil experience and thinking play a 
considerable part in my decision to go to India, sol’1ll just 
review -8° bit Of 17 bere. 


While in Cembridge I atudied law und « little history, 
economics and govermnent. I taught government. In my three 
years of law practice I did the legel work of.orgénizing and 
re-organizing severul large corporations and saw much of how 
lew, business and finance work, and some of their results on 
people. Then I had seven years of lebor problems, working for 
individual employers, for employers' associations, for joint 
orgunizations of employers and unions, for unions, for federa- 
tions of unions, and for the United States goverment. I acted 
as investigator, advisor, brief writer, counsel or advocete, 
employment minager, administrator of policies and of awards of 
arbitration boards, as negotiator, statistician, publicity men. 
I've helped with settling strikes; I've worked to make strikes 
effective; I've o,posed strikes. I've been through little 
strikes and big ones, some that lasted a few hours and some 
that lasted meny months. I've dealt with the problems in a 
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shop employing not over a dozen men and in en industry em- 
ploOyine ee Million end @ quarter men, My Clients varied from 
one man tO the reilro:d shop employe®@s federation made wo of 
500,000 men, evd tre United Stetes goverument in the war. Y've 
worced erd Lived with the problem in over twenty industrics 
including textiles, clothing manufacture, tarming, street cer 
tréemsportetion, iron end steel manufacture, coal mining, reil- 
roads end shipping. I got a fair idea of how machine industry 
works, how it atfects the people engéged in it end some of the 
total results. As to interpretations we will probably have to 
agree to disagree. All chet time I wes reading ell I could 
lay my hands on, piling up and comparing: facts and opinions of 
every shade and kind, und thinking all the while. it is an 
experience that not so very mény men have hed. It mekes a 
fairly intricete mixture, together with my previous and subse- 
yuent work. The resulting feelings and beliefs may be waryed 
Or prejudiced, but that doesn’t bother me, for eas Williem 
Jumes says; “Anyone who pretends to be neutral writes himself 
down nere as a fool and a sham." liy ideas may be mistaken, but 
they aere\not based on wholly inadeyuate foundation. ‘To show 
you anothér part of the foundetion, I'll add to this letter ¢ 
List of some Of the books that have imiluenced me most. 
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Perhaps the main. belieis which shove me to India are as 
ae 


foliows 


I'ywe o,posed to our government and to most existing govern- 
ments. Goverment is founded on and exists by violence. As 
George Washington said, "Government is force." ‘he sanctions 
Ot ite Courts are police, jails end army. Over 907s of itis 
expenlitures are for war (interest on debts of past wars, exist- 
ing wars, 4 large nevy and ermy, and vast preperations for fu- 
ture wars). Its legislators, judges and administrutors ere 
freyuently corrupt and usually stupid end ignorant of the real 
meening of their problems and results of their actions - (even 
more so than most men). The utterances of its executives are |. 
usually falsehoods, white, bleck and intermediate shades. Its 
history is one of greed and much oppression of under dogs. 
Through the medium of the courts, police, army, texes and pub- 
lic debt it is a means whereby the great financiers obtein 
enormous revenues in return for very slerider benefits. Its 
purpose and activities are preponderantly contrary to the phy- 
sical, mental snd morel welfare of the people and to the teach- 
ings of Christ or uny other great spiritual or morel leader. 


T'm egeinst machine industry and commercialism. I'm 
aepuinst newspapers, movies, phonographs end radio, and the in- 
creasing passivity and standardization of knowledge, thought 
and feding they create. I'm eguinst wer. I'm opposed to the 
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legel profession. I don't believe in the germ causation theory 
of diseeése end ii most modérn medicine based on it. I think 
cities and city life are more htrmful then good. ‘The increesing 
PUSH OL Livine brine Mone evidy then Sood... i'm Opposed to 
Capitalism and bunking credit control of industry. I think mot 
Americén foods end cooking are the ceuse of tremendous physical 
deterioration, I'm opposed to the prevalent habit of valuing 
most things in terms of yguantities, acceleration, ("the biggest 
net so," “the fastest this and that") or money, instead of in 
terms of quélity, beauty, conformity with nature, or religion. 
The prevalent intolerance and social and class: distinctions ere 
exceedinzly distasteful. 


Doubtless this sounds like "anti- -everything™ or trying to 
Sev. tie. clock Jback.. Perhups 10 looks: ridiculous... But 2 think 
Western Civilization has made meny enormous mistekes and is 
travelling down hill pretty fast. he origins of the trail are 
many and go back several hundred years, but “by their fruits: ye 
Shall know them." I don’t consider myself a pessimist, because 
I have all sorts.of faith in human nature and individusel people 
and-I love them; but I do believe that a lot of our institutims 
are bad group habits and can't help working out harmfully, just 
ag personel bad habits or motives do. Nobody accuses you of 
beine.a pessimist if -you think heavy drinking is a pernicious 
habit, even though inultitudes of people are heavy drinkers, Nor 
eam Lf & pessimist because I disbelieve,for instance, in the insti- 


tution of cépitalism. 


And by the way, I'm not a socielist, or communist a6 

Russe, either; though both those doctrines have been mighty 

useful in making all sorts of people think deeper and realize 
te existence of much evil in our customs and institutions. I 
don't believe thet in most instances the big financiers and 
business men corisclously conspire or intend to injure the work- 
ing clesses. But the finsenciel and comnervVpl and industriel 
systems thet they devote themselves to cannot do otherwise then 
injure the body, mind «nd soul of themselves and of the working, 
classes. Benker, employer and employee ere all caught in the 
Sie meshes and e11 suffer from it; and yet practically e11 be- 
iieve in it. rede unions accomplish but Litile for they simply. 
Work Within “the irene of -Ghe existing order, not attempting to 
change it but merely to get a fairer division of the profits. 
In Europe they are a bit more disillusioned. A real transvelus- 
tion of values is needed. 


You see these beliefs don't fit into modern Americe. ‘ney 
dou't eli £iG- into any place, but L— think more of them tiv inve 
India then into eny other country. Indie has an old culture 
End seu of (san udoue founded on ea different set of institutions 
and a different conception of life. Most of the people live in 
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villages and by egriculture. their present government ig 
elven ands theneronre 25 not such an intimate cart of the tex— 
ture Of their pDeliers as with us, Dhey vale. life and thines 
more in terms of Wualities and neture end religion then in — 
Cerns Of Yuet Ces, ISCLeuce Or money. Miey ere vider teking 
their reforms more earnestly, huinbly and altruisticallyv than 
we are. Their art is as fine as ours end much sounder because 
NOStivee pom Of The daily: Mives of the weloples (a.e. ib Ts 
Still largely a part of hendicrefts.) The "standard of living" 
is low, - far too low to be healthy, - but in conjunction with 
their religion it has created a simplicity of living snd an 
appreciation of essentiels and a pergone.1 discipline tnet is 
far more hopetul as «= fouridation for the future. than is the 
corresponding state of affairs here. They may be ignorent of 
Many Whines. and, tilliterave, but their intuition ts fer cl carer 
and truer than ours, and the resulting civilization has shown 
& stability not yet matched by ours, nor likely to be. Gend- 
hWLis® teachings of non-violent, non-comeration, truth end love 
and the treimnen.iious following he has attained are signs of a 
Culture that seems to me far more sincere and sound then ours. 
Of course, much of Western civilization has permeated India 
and put the upshot of affairs in the balance. iinile many of 
these things are true of China, also, I prefer India beczuse 2 
gee there « conscious and intelligent opposition to western 
INStLtULLOnS end a Spiritual insight that will perhaps be bet- 
ter guides then what the Chinese possess. 


Dont think for a moment-theat -[ feel. sure of all or-any 
of these ideas. Thet would be silly. ‘They ere simply the re- 
sult.of the balancing of probabilities, feelings, etc., es 
they come to my mind. They wouldn't necessarily hold true for 
any one else, and, therefore, could not rightly serve as a 
besis of action for them. @Bhey may be partly bunk and self- 
deception, but I don't think so. So may anyone's ideas for 
that matter. But each of us must work out his own explanation 
of the world and make his own guesses as to the probable course 
of events end steer himself accordingly, as best he can. Al- 
tho' I can't be absolutdysure of anything, that isn't going to 
prevent ine from acting according to my preferences and my hunch 
as to the probabilities. 


So you see I'm headed for India because I think their wey 
of living, despite its many glaring defects, is on the whole 
better than ours. I have seen and appreciate to some extent 
their poverty, illiteracy, fatalism, dirt, disease, syuelor, 
slowness, inferiority complex, pettiness, custe end religious 
conflicts, climatic drawbacks, difficulties of,decling with & 
new lunguege and customs, and other disadvantages. Neverthe- 
less, aventi! 
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I'm not trying to run away from difficulties, internal 
or exteriial. lly own I'll: caryy with me. As to external dif- 
ficulties, i'm merely trying to choose what kind I'll live 
and work with - Occidental or Oriental. I think I'm not under- 
estimating tue cussedness of human nature nor overestimating 
its capacity for good. Nor am I trying to be en ascetic. India 
interests and attracts me very strongly, ever since I saw it 
Lae tse tl ot Sunshine End Twondertul, variety of lite. 
Life can. be more natural there. I think I ean find a freer 
life, one more harmonious with my feelings, preferences, end 
Convaietions than I cen here. If so, I can be of more use to 
people, héeve more comfortable contscts with them end be happier 
there then here. 

I'm not especially articulate. I can work end act out m 
beliefs better thon I cen talk about them, In this country I 
prectically cun't live and do as I believe. That gives me a 
constant sense of being insincere. JI could, of.course, fight 
the group pressure el) along, but that takes so much energy 
that you hive none left for constructive work. ven to be dif- 
ferent in one's diet, I find, subjects one to constant comment, 
argument, protests, ridicule or other individual or group pres- 
sure, and ninders easy human contacts, more or less. I'd pre- 
fer to go somewhere where such variations can be méede without 
demanding so much energy to meintsain: them. In Indie, I think, 
i can - speak cnd live more of my-beliedis then here, -S0. 1% will 
De mere confortable. If a geripuural phrase is not in poor 
teste, I don't went to hide my candle under a bushel or my 
talent in &@ napkin any longer, bum as the candle and talent may 
be. If itwas reasonable for our ancestors to leave Erglend 
for religious reasons, or for present day emigrants to change 
countries for economic reasons; the same ought to apply to 
such a shirt to India for cultural reasons, Alan believes in 
making your life es interesting and happy as you cen. Vhet's 
me all over, lit.pel, however much we may differ as to weys end 
means. Lffecting improvements or changes is not the most im- 
portunt thing. But playing the game hard and well without 
reference to winning or, losing is importent. 


Nor do the ewhbove reasons for choosing India meen thet I 
believe thet a person and his heppiness are wholly controlled 
by his environment. People have e force in them that cen et 
times or in pert alter or transcend their environment. Yet 
everyone is vrectly influenced by his eéivironment. He has to 
make compromises with it, if he is to live. F#sychologically, 
meny of his actions become conditioned reflexes. So when he 
Gen, he ought to choose the environment whose tendences will 
be most likely to help him in the direction he wants to go. 
He ought to select and subject himself as much es possible 
only to the factors thet will condition the kind of responses 
and tend to create the kind of habits thet he thinks worth 
while. Your environment provides the meterial, the meens end 
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ne theater o> youn istrugeiie. 50, if you preter one lcind of 
geme tO cnother, try to choose the environment that will permit 
you to play thet game. 


i believe it is lietsche who seid thet if your enemy can 
persuade you to use the kind of weapons he selects he hes al- - 
ready defested you. So if I stick around in sn environment 
whose spirit [ &m Opposed to, my chances of winning or of even 
Deine Mserwl rece preatly Wessenéd. “it 1s a bit Like the fupility 
of marrying a drunkard in the hope of reforming him. These in- 
stitutions, wrong as they may be, are pert of e historicel pro- 
cess that huve got to run their course. ‘hey are not external 
(or people, bub S-pernt of them. Going Uo “Eadie will mot get me 
entirely ewuy from them, but it will give more elbow room. 


[ tove you all end don't bike to go so far away from you. 
Bub if my beliefs are right, the separation is mot sc. ebrupt 
Or complete us it seens., Reel nearness, the most important 
nearness, is ne&rness of feeling. People who share the same 
rooms but dislike each other are really further epart then thoe 
who are separated by ten thousand miles but love each other. 
It is akin to whet tHlinor means when she says thet no matter 
how few letters she nas written to or received from an absent 
friend, she can pick up the relationship right where it stood 
and just as intimately as when they separated. That's because 
She hes kept the seme community of feeling. 4nd I'll go fur- 
ther then that and say there can be some sort of an active com- 
munion of feeling between people who care for one enother end 
try tO MEintaim it, no matter how far apert. they are geozrapn- 
ically, And alter all, there are letters: end the mails to 
India, now often are less then four weeks in trensit. 


Anyhow, I must follow my own light and beliefs and desires. 
You see I he.ve tried to test the various doubtful points of the 
plan. The story is a pretty long line of chatter - probebly 
too, Lone. But if at helps. you to understsnd-my ideas and feel= 
ings and purposes, the physical separation won't count so much. 
That is the hardest part of the progrem and my wish to méke 
that easier is the reason for my writing so long & letter. In 
& letter I can set out my reasons in more unified fashion than 
by talking to you, even tho not all the details can be set down 
in writing. 


t 


As for the specifié job there, while nothing is finelly 
sewved up from this distence, I have « couple of chences at 
aericultural development work in two native States and limes 
out in several other directions. I never failed to land on 
my feet yet and don't expect to this time either. 
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Ily immediate plans are to go to Chicago to try agein 
to sell my lot and to sort and get rid of part of my books 
and belongings in storage there. -Then I'll come Bast, via 
Hempton to See. Jim, Mary end the chiddren there. @hen to 
New York for a few deys. Then Boston. I want to sail soon 
after Christmas. ' Part of the time in hixssachusetts I went 
to spend with Price and Middleton and part with Mother and 
the rest of you. Perheps I could have a bit with Mary at 
So, tanworth., I'll expect anyhow to see Mary and Elinor at 
Christmas. If by January Alan isn't in Russia, I could per- 
haps see him somewhere en route. I hope so. Anyhow I'll oes 
soon see all of you who ere in the U. S. again. 


vith much love, 
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